. Apart from ringing the birds were sexed and aged (if possible), measured (according to Busse 1983 and Svensson 1992 ) and checked for the fatness (fat-scores after Busse 2000) . Many of them were tested for orientation using Busses flat orientation cage (Busse 1995) . It seems that results of these tests could be especially interesting as in Siemianówka there is no guiding lines that potentially could disturb orientation of migrants.
Looking at the general results of work special attention should be paid to species richness of the birds caught in Siemianówka one of the highest noted in Poland (cf. Busse et al. 1985 , 1989 , 1993 , Keller et al. 1997 , Jêdra and Ziaja 2000 , Dylon et al. 2003 . This suggests the species richness of the Northern Podlasie re- gion and confirms findings of authors writing mainly about breeding avifauna of the area (Dyrcz et al. 1984 , Tomia³ojae et al. 1984 , Lewartowski and Piotrowska 1987 , Gromadzki et al. 1994 , Polakowski and Juniewicz 1998 . Apart from the general causes of the avifauna abundance the high numbers of birds caught result from the location of the study site in the ecotone biotopes, which are usually frequently visited by different species of migrants. The most commonly ringed five species were: the Robin Erithacus rubecula 17.2%, the Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 10.9%, the Great Tit Parus major 7.9%, the Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 7.6% and the Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 7.6%. Altogether these dominants reached 45.7% of all birds ringed in 2002, but only 24.8% in 2003. Similar species composition was noted at the Kaliszany ringing site in the Middle Vistula Valley in -2001 (Dylon et al. 2003 , but there the share of dominants was higher 58.8%, and at the Operation Carpatica ringing site in southern, mountainous part of Poland in 1998-1999 (Jêdra and Ziaja 2000) . At the latter site the share of Chiffchafs was particularly high, while this of Robins was similar to our results at Siemianówka. Results of work of the Operation Vistula, situated by the River Vistula, showed dominance of Chiffchaffs and Robins, while Blackcaps and Dunnocks Prunella modularis were a little bit less numerous. Some of mentioned differences in numbers of Chiffchaffs could be caused by different kind of nets used at Siemianówka (with rather thick thread) in contrast to thin-thread nets at two other sites.
Clearly different species composition was noted at the Operation Baltic stations situated at the sea coast. In 2003 Robins, Blue Tits Parus caeruleus and Great Tits dominated there (Operation Baltic unpubl.) and total numbers per station were much bigger than at the Siemianówka site. Such situation is generally observed when comparing coastal and inland ringing stations (Busse et al. 1985 , 1989 , 1993 , Keller et al. 1997 , Jêdra and Ziaja 2000 , Dylon et al. 2003 . At the coastal stations diurnal migrants guided by the coast are easily caught during active migration along narrow stripes of forest covering coastal dunes.
In 2003 Several birds ringed at Siemianówka were controlled. Altogether 1056 catches were short-term controls during the same season (retraps) and 46 birds were caught at the site later on (Table 2) . These numbers are rather high in relation to other locations (e.g. Busse et al. 1993) . Eight birds gave long-distance recoveries: two from Italy a Wood Sandpiper and a Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs, two from France a Woodcock Scolopax rusticola and a Reed Warbler, two from Lithuania Long- tailed Tits Aegithalos caudatus, one from Hungary a Sedge Warbler, and one from the Czech Republic a Bluethroat Luscinia svecica. The work gave a number of faunistically interesting findings as e.g. the Hazel Grouse Tetrastes bonasia, the Little Crake Porzana parva, the Great Egret Egretta alba and ten Citrine Wagtails Motacilla citreola (Polakowski et al. 2004) . In comparison to the known phenology of birds in Poland (Tomia³ojae and Stawarczyk 2003) there were noted unusually late records of some species (Table 3) .
